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There are few times when farmers, cattlemen and businessmen alike take time out of their busy schedules, so
hen they do, you know it’s for something special. On the warm sunny morning of August
2009, hundreds of cattlemen gathered at Pete and Connie Henderson’s beautiful Edgewood

gus Farm near West Point, Virginia for the 2009 Virginia Beef Cattlemen’s
Field Day. The Virginia Angus Association and the Virginia Cattleman’s
ciation co-sponsored this event, which Virginia Angus Field Day Chairman,
rry Gustin, explained was the result of a brainstorming session at the VAA
ong Range Planning meeting and hopefully the first of many co-sponsored
nts for the two Associations. The field day, themed “You Can Have It All”
ferent events and activities, giving participants a chance to truly have it all.
As the 386 registered guests arrived on that perfect Saturday morning, they browsed agricultur

cattle displays, relaxed on hay ride farm tours, and had the opportunity to socialize with old friends and meet
new ones. Before lunch, cattlemen had the opportunity to learn about the newly

roduced summer forage, Teff Grass. Dr. Ozzie Abaye, an Associate Professor
gronomy at Virginia Tech, led the seminar and demonstration. Teff is
arm season, drought resistant, high protein grass native to Dr. Abaye’s
meland Ethiopia. As participants prepared to enjoy a delicious lunch
ighlighted by Certified Angus Beef (CAB) steak, cooked to perfection
the Henderson family and friends under the supervision of the owner
n Barn Restaurant in Williamsburg, Virginia; Pete Henderson officially

welcomed the audience and introduced his family who are all active in the day to day operation of the
farm. As the meal progressed, one finally had a chance to stop and appreciate the surroundings. The f:
Edgewood were ideal, the environment warm and friendly, and the views were picturesque.
s the plates were cleaned and cleared, it was time to move on to the main event — the panel
iscussion. Field day planners had set up a question-and-answer forum with a slate of all-star

nelists. Mark McCully, the Director of Supply and Development and the Assistant
e President of Certified Angus Beef, was the first of the panelists. McCully offered
unique point of view and reported—to the audience’s surprise—that CAB had a
rd breaking year. He discussed the CAB specifications and the tools that producers
o garner premiums, many of which were detailed in the “Best Practices Manual”
that he provided as hand outs. The second panelist, Brian House, the Beef Program Manager at

Select Sires, offered his personal experience and knowledge of the genetic selection business and
emerging genetic technology and research. Brian discussed the process that Select Sires employs during bull
selection and the cooperation between Select and CAB to identify bulls that help producers meet branded

beef’s high standards. Mark Gardiner, the final panelist and president of the legendary Gardiner
ngus, offered his expertise on beef cattle and the Angus breed to the
ndees. Gardiner discussed his experiences in guaranteeing bulls and
1d the audience about a much more sophisticated feeding and packing
ustry that actively seeks out feeder cattle sired by proven, high carcass
it bulls. “They know sire names and ask for them,” stated Gardiner. As
heir seats with questions and anticipation, a gentle blowing rain began
to fall outside the open-air barn. The general public may see rain as an inconvenience but the

Field Day crowd knew better. So, with only a few grumbles, the crowd of nearly four hundred ga
together and continued. As soon as moderator Dr. Mark McCann, an Extension Beef Specialist at Virginia

Tech, walked into the crowd, a hand shot up with the first question, followed -

y many more. With such a diverse group of beef
ucers, the questions covered a wide range of topics.
the day came to an end and the cattlemen began to
ake their way home one thing was for sure—they
were one step closer to having it all.




