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As farmers and cattlemen, we never
have a shortage of things to do- it could
be chores on the farm, herd paperwork,
managing an upcoming sale, or planning
for the future calf crop — one is constantly
busy in this occupation. That being said,
I hope your 2025 is off to a great start!
Many people approach each new year as
an opportunity to hit the refresh button,
to change what didn’t work last year
and try to improve for the coming year.
While I agree, I find that the New Year’s
celebrations offers me an opportunity to
reflect on what happened the year prior.
To me, what’'s worth accomplishing
something if you don’t take the time
to enjoy or learn from it? We often set
forth to accomplish a goal, but then once
accomplished, don’t take the time to
reflect on the meaning of why we hoped
to accomplish it in the first place! It’s
when we find the time to reflect, that
we truly receive the reward of our hard
work. I hope each of you takes time to
reflect on all you accomplished in 2024.

If T were to practice that exercise
for Virginia Angus, we would have a
lot to celebrate from 2024. We had a
successful Breeder’s Show last month

that was the ultimate showcase of our
youth and enthusiasm for the Angus
breed, which is always a breath of fresh
air for me. We enjoyed the bounty of
a strong cattle market and increased
demand for the genetics we produce.
As an Association, we received our first
grant from the Virginia Cattle Industry
Board, and look to execute that in 2025.
It is also in this time of reflection that
I say thank you to our membership for
entrusting me as your President. I would
like to thank our Board of Directors
for their time and involvement. I look
forward to 2025 and the things that it
will bring our Association and our breed.

To the future, I look forward to
seeing you all next month in Lynchburg
for our annual meeting on February
22nd. I'm excited to have our Secretary of
Agriculture Matt Lohr; Mario Ferruzzi,
the newly appointed Dean of the College
of Agriculture from Virginia Tech; and
Brandon Reeves, Executive Director of
Virginia Cattlemen’s Association on a
panel to discuss the future of agriculture
in Virginia. To each of you and your
family, I hope 2025 is a prosperous year!



The Science Behind the Sizzle: CAB Producer Trip -
Applicaitons open 1/21!

Join Virginia Angus as they travel
to Certified Angus Beef in Wooster,
Ohio with 10 Virginia Cattle Producers
and 5 Virginia Chefs for an immersive
experience. Thanks to a grant funded
by the Virginia Cattle Industry Board,
this trip offers attendees with a deeper
understanding of the beef industry,
supply chain, and an understanding
behind the marketing tactics at CAB.
Attendees will learn about the research

SPECIAL THANKS TO0...

and development involved with
growing consumer beef demand, as
well as meeting consumer demands
surrounding sustainability and animal
welfare.

Attendees will travel to Wooster
on Sunday May, 18th. Monday the 19th
will be a full day at the Culinary Center
for a one-of-a-kind experience. Stops
along the way will include a local Angus
farm, CAB Meat Lab & Test Kitchen, and

MYSTIC HILL FARM

ending with a stop to see finished CAB
products in stores all the while learning
the science and specifications behind
what makes this beef the best!

The application link & trip itinerary
can be found on our website, vaangus.org
under the membership tab or by reaching
out to Stefanie at vaangus1933@gmail.
com. Applications open on 1/21 and are
due by 3/1/2025.

VIRGINIA
CATTLE INDUSTRY
BOARD
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FARM MANAGER, DAVID CHEVALIER | 318-564-4669 | INFO@MYSTICHILLFARMS.COM




THE INDUSTRY

STANDARD
NOW HAS HIGHER
STANDARDS.

Next Generation Genetic Testing
For Best Generation Angus.

Never satisfied. That’s the true trait of any
Angus breeder. Same with us. Angus GS™
is not resting on past accomplishments.
There’s more work to be done. With

the addition of 22,000 SNPs, Angus GS
becomes the unmatched Angus specific
genomic profiler. It provides greater power
for traits including calving ease, birth
weight, marbling, heifer pregnancy and
more. Realize your operation’s full potential.

Visit angus.org/AGl/AngusGS for the
next generation, and only, genomic test
of its kind.

FOR ANGUS. BY ANGUS.

ANGUS S

Powered by Neogen®

Angus GS Is a trademark of Angus Genetics.




Virginia Angus Association 2025 Membership Form
644 Greenville Ave #220, Staunton, VA 24401
Email: VAAngus1933@Gmail.com

Please check the box next to which type of membership you would like to have:

1 Category | Commercial Breeders $50.00
(]  Category ll Purebred Breeders $100.00
'] Category llI Sustaining Membership - No Cattle  $50.00
1 Category IV Farm & Ranch Membership* $250.00

(Joint memberships for up to 3 households)
[]  Add Virginia Cattlemen’s Association Affiliate Membership  +$30.00

($20 savings when joining through VAA)

(] Ifyour contactinfo is the same as last year, check this box, signh and return with
payment.

Otherwise, complete the following, signh and return with payment.

*Name:

Farm: County:

*Mailing Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

*Farm Address (If different from mailing):

City: State: Zip Code:
Telephone: Email:
Cell: American Angus Member Code:

2025 Sale/Event Dates:

Signature:
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Saturday, February 2z2nd 2025
The Virginian Hotel, Lynchburg VA

Agenda

Virginia Angus Membership Business Meeting 2:00 pm

Industry Panel Discussion 3:00 pm
Virginia Secretary of Agriculture & Forestry - Matthew Lohr

Virginia Tech, Dean College of Agriculture & Life Sciences - Dr. Mario Ferruzzi
Virginia Cattlemen's Association, Executive Director - Brandon Reeves

Panel discussion moderated by Virginia Angus President, Scott Bennett

Cocktail Hour & Social 4:30 pm
Handbook & Semen Auction 6:00 pm
Dinner & Award Banquet 6:30 pm

After dinner drinks available at Skyline Rooftop Bar or William & Henry Steakhouse.
Both located within the Virginian Hotel.
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Why No EPDs?

By Levi Landers, Director of Field & Member Services

Now is the time to make sure all
pertinent information is entered into
the system, so when it comes time to
promote your sale offering, everything is
complete and accurate. The week before
your sale date is not the time.

One of the most frequently asked
questions to the Member Services
team is, “Why does my animal have no
expected progeny differences (EPDs)?”
There can be a multitude of reasons,
but it can usually be solved by looking
into the animal further with one of
our dedicated Member Services team
members.

The obvious first step would be to
make sure the animal is registered. EPDs
are provided as a service to American
Angus Association members and their
respective customers for registered
animals.

Once registered, a very common

reason the EPD boxes remain
empty might be that there has been
no performance or phenotypic

measurement submitted on the animal.
For most traditional traits, collecting and
submitting phenotypic measurements
such as birth and weaning weights on
all your animals in proper contemporary
groups is the easiest fix to generate

Is your animal registered?
NO \ VES

EPDs.

Whether or not the animal’s parents
have true EPDs will also play a role, as
it might be an issue with parent-average
EPDs. Parent-average EPDs are also
referred to as Interim EPDs, and only
require the sire and dam to possess true
EPDs. Interim EPDs can be calculated
on animals that have registered
parents, but may be missing necessary
information to provide a true EPD.
Another common reason your animal
may not have EPD boxes filled in
might be because the calf is alone in a
contemporary group. This is common
among those producers with a limited
number of animals available on their
farm or ranch.

These small groups may fail to
meet the requirements of a proper
contemporary group simply because
only one bull or heifer was born
within the required age window. Other
contemporary grouping issues could
be related to data submission dates,
acceptable age ranges for that trait, etc.
Embryo transfer (ET) calves receive
a random sample of their genes,
half from the sire and half from the
donor dam. The recipient female that
carries and subsequently raises and

Does the animal's sire and dam have
real EPDS? (Nointerims or blank boxes.)
NO | YES

If either parent
does not have EPDs
or those animals
have an lin front of
the EPD, the
Association will not
calculate an EPD
prediction on that
calf, Both parents
must have real
EPDs to calculate
aninterim EPD on
that calf,

If both parents
have real EPDs, an
interim EPD will be

predicted for the
resulting offspring.

Is the dam enrolled in MaternalPlus?
No | YES

Unregistered calves
from dams enrolled in
MaternalPlus receive
CED, BW, and WW EPDs,

Have you sent a DNA sample in
for AngusGS or HD50K testing?

Have you recorded a performance measurement
onyour animal? ie. birth, weaning, yearling weight)
NO ‘ VES - *ET CALVES SEE FRONT
Was your animal in a
proper contemporary group?*

Did you submit data all on
the same day?

no | ves

.
|
|
|

| |
|
|
|
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|

o | ves NO | VES

Have your DNA test
results arrived?
NO \ YES

weans the ET calf contributes only the
environment. Conversely, the donor
dam contributes only genetic effects,
with no contributions to the maternal
environment.

By tracking the contributions of the
registered Angus recipient’s pedigree,
the maternal genetic components of the
evaluation models can be accounted for.
Therefore, ET calves from registered
Angus recipient dams allow the potential
for the calf’'s own performance record to
be used in EPD calculations.

An exception to this includes
ultrasound  information = submitted
on an individual ET animal from an
unregistered/commercial recipient dam
submitted in a proper contemporary
group alongside other animals with
unregistered/commercial recipient
dams. Toaccuratelyinclude performance
data on ET calves, it is necessary to
characterize the effect the recipient
female has had on calf performance.

Having animals registered with
empty EPD boxes remains one of the
most frequent questions within the
Member Services department. Your
Association staff has created a very
useful flow chart to better explain why
your animal may not have EPDs.

For mature cow weight, did the cow report a progeny
WW within +/- 45 days of the cow weigh date?

NO | VES

For mature cow weight, did you also report a
body condition score with the mature weight?

NO | VES

Your EPD should
be available.
Please call with
questions.

You have to report

aBCS along with a

mature weight to
receive an EPD.

Performance
records submitted
on different days
break up your
contemporary
group. This can
resultin single
animal
contemporary
groups that cannot
be used in the
National Cattle
Evaluation.

If results were
received in the
same week, they
need to process
through the genetic
evaluation that
starts on Friday.
EPDs including
the genotype will
be posted the
following Friday.

Please wait
patiently, they will
be in soon.

Does your animal fit within the defined
age range for the trait? see frontfor ranges

NO | YES

For ultrasound and/or yearling weight,
did you report a weaning weight?
NO | YES

Youhavetoreport  Are any of the dams less
aweaning weight than 584 days of age?
to receive carcass no | ¥Es

EPDs. ‘

Your EPD should be
available. Please
call with questions.



ANGUS  WHY DOESN'T MY ANIMAL HAVE EPDS?

THE BUSINESS BREED

NATURAL BORN CALVES

Use the flowchart on the back to help you find out why your animal may not have EPDs,

*EMBRYO TRANSFER CALVES

Have you recorded a performance measurement on your animal? (i.e. birth, weaning, yearling weight)?

Conventional embryo transplant calves from non-registered recipient dams are not eligible for their performance measurements (birth,
weaning, and yearling weights) to enter the National Cattle Evaluation (NCE) and affect their EPDs.

Conventional embryo transplant calves from registered recipient dams are eligible for their performance measurements to enter the NCE
and affect their EPDs.

Embryo transplant IVF calves are not eligible for their performance measurements (birth, weaning, and yearling weights) to enter the NCE
and affect their EPDs.

NOTES

* Proper Contemporary Groups | Two or more animals of the same sex born within a 90-day window under the same management conditions.
DMI and PAP are exceptions to this rule where a minimum of five animals is required.

* |fa contemporary group only includes flush mates, their EPDs will remain as interims until genomic testing is completed on the animal or the
calf becomes a parent animal and their progeny has performance data entered that meets NCE requirements or genomic testing is completed.

TRAIT AGE RANGES
Birth Weight |  Born Within 90 Days
Weaning Weight 120-280 Days

Yearling Weight 320-440 Days

Carcass Bulls: 320-440 Days
Ultrasound Heifers: 320-460 Days
Steers: 320-480 Day’s

AMERICAN ANGUS ASSOCIATION | 3201 FREDERICK AVE. SAINT JOSEPH, MISSOURI | 64506 | 816.383.5100 | ANGUS.ORG | ANGUS@ANGUS.ORG
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AT THE FARM IN BLAND, VIRGINIA

@ SELLING 80 ANGUS BULLS & FEMALES!

_—

LARRY & GAIL SHAVER: (423) 341-2718
et JEN SHAVER FRIEDEL: (423) 534-2103 / BRAD SHAVER

o L. POINT ANGUS.COM @

K CHRIS EARL (630) 675-6559 « WES TIEMANN (816) 244-4462
KODY FLEEMAN (573) 881-0117 « AMANDA RADKE (605) 999-4300

Save the Date

Miller Farm, LLC and Friends

Angus Production
S @ZZ " Hazy HOLLOW FARM

FRIDAY, MARCH 28, 2025 sutng g s T

Bulls and Females - undness Tests Performed
Rockingham County Fairgrounds
Harrisonburg, VA at 6:00 p.m.

b L
HEAD WATERS, VA
AARON & CASEY THALER
540-290-8099/540-480-0147

Miller Farm, LLC
5510 Rawley Pike

Rockingham, VA 22801

Email: CNKCFARM@COMCAST.NET
Craig Miller: 540-820-9818
Brennan Miller: 540-383-4211

www.MillerGustinAngus.com




GIFT Sale Nominations Open February 1st!

The 36th Annual Genetic Investment
Sale will take place Thursday April
17, 2025 in conjunction with Virginia
Beef Expo at Rockingham County
Fairgrounds. Again this year, we will be
using a formal nomination process to

accept entries into the sale. Nominations
will open on February 1st and will be due
no later than March 7th. Nomination
forms can be obtained at the Annual
Membership meeting in February or on
the Virginia Angus website, vaangus.org

under the GIFT Sale tab. For specific
nomination or entry questions, reach
out to Sale Management, Dave Mullins,
at 371-503-2798 or
dmauctioneer@gmail.com.

tHowe o w%’?lw&tﬁ

The deadline to consign in the

2025 GIFT Sale is March 7th!

Sale Date:
Thursday, April 17 2025 . noon

Virginia Beef Expo, Rockingham County Fairgrounds

Formal nomination form required. Visit vaangus.org for more

information

Carroll County Cooperative, Inc.

Hillsville Branch
PO. Box 98, 505 E. Stuart Drive
Hillsville, VA 24343
(276) 728-2912

Galax Branch
201 Meadow Street
Galax, VA 24333
(276) 236-2181

Wytheville Branch
1055 Industry Road
Wytheville, VA 24382
(276) 228-3401

Tazewell Branch
1251 Tazewell Ave.
Tazewell, VA 24651

(276) 988-3411

FEED - SEED - FERTILIZER - FARM SUPPLIES
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busimess is unmatched, ang
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Give us a call when you're ready to speak with a Iender who
understands your needs.

‘;e FARM CREDIT

®

800.919.FARM | farmcredlt com R




Cattle Marketing
& Consulting

50

LONLRETE FEED BUNKS. £ g
MONTANA POST DRIVERS. NN »
LATTLE MARKETING & LONSULTING.

BUNK DETAILS:

J Bunks - 8 feet long, 4000 psi concrete, re-bar
(18 on a full tractor trailer load)

U Bunks - 8 feet long, 4000 psi concrete, re-bar

(25 on a full tractor trailer load) Zach Moffitt « 336-736-6340 - zmoffittcattlemarketing.com

Call for shipping quote.

p—_ e . - L “¥\~ S
Retail 30 50 100 ‘As the days grow cooler, se

29AN2064  IDENTIFIED breeding program with our B : D—
;gmgggg ::;T:mf" potential of next year’s calf crop with the industry’s best genetics,
29AN2144  TRUE NORTH technology, and expert support!

20AN2218  DYNAMIC i . . "
20AN2221  COMSTOCK We've paired the best sires and deals you’ll find all year which
20AN2249  REPUBLIC means big savings await YOU. Mix and match bulls listed here

29AN2255 JAMESON e ; S
202256 TRUE GRIT to get volume pricing on some of the most elite genetics in the

29AN2267  SURPASS industry. Act now, this special is only available from October 1 -

20AN2272  WHITEWATER ; ;
2oM2275  BLACK BANDOLIER November 29, 2024 or while supplies last.

29AN2303 GROUND BREAKER
29AN2312 HALLMARK
29AN2319 VALIDATION
29AN2311 PROMOTION
237AN3891 MAJORITY
= I Contact Sarah Morton _
O 52002221 COMSTOCK or your local ABS Representative today!
8§ 529AN2275 BLACK BANDOLIER
§ 629AN2064 IDENTIFIED @
&4 629AN2093 PATRIARCH Q@
629AN2099  FIREBALL Q@ SARAH MORTON
§g§gmg‘l‘g mi";‘l’c";“ e Sales Team Lead - Virginia & The Carolinas
3 6202221 COMSTOCK O 443.786.6376 | sarah.morton@genusplc.com
A 629AN2230 KING PIN @
629AN2255 JAMESON @
74 629AN2311 PROMOTION @

_ Sexcel® Female | < Sexcel® Male
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The 62nd Annual Virginia Angus Breeder Show & 4th Annual RSVP Jackpot were held December 14
& 15th in Harrisonburg Virginia. Since the return to the Rockingham County Fairgrounds in 2022, this
event has continued to grow! We were pleased to welcome over 175 exhibitors from Virginia, West Virginia,
Maryland, Tennessee, Delaware, Pennsylvania & New York. Judges Jacob Wolfrey, MD, Dr. Scott Greiner,
VA, and Taylor Harrison, WV sorted 114 Junior Breeder & Open Show entries, 130 heifers, 101 steers and

125 showmanship participants.

(ot tetic tunnsy of i ialing. venely

David Reed Memorial Award | Top Virginia Showman: Carrter Eavers
Robert W “Woody” Thomas Memorial Award | Virginia Junior Breeder with most points: Madison Stratton
The Joseph Smith Memorial Award | Virginia Junior Exhibitor with the most points: Madison Stratton
William “Bill” Hale Memorial Award | Virginia Junior Supreme Champion: Rylee Stratton
Kathryn M. Roberts Challenge Memorial Award | One Bull One Female From Virginia: Madison Stratton
John Pyne Memorial Award | Virginia Grand Champion Bull: Madison Stratton
The Guenter Buse Memorial Award | Virginia Grand Champion Female: Rylee Stratton
The Ellen F. Ruddock Memorial Award | Virginia Supreme Champion: Sarah Craun
2024 Show Dedication: Mark Duffell

This Show and the annual Gun & Cash raffle continue to be thing biggest annual fundraiser for the
Assocation and the Board of Directors would like to extend a sincere thank you to the planning committee for
all their work!

Photos from the event can be viewed at purchased at MandyRooker.Smugmug.com.




" AUDLEY
ANGUS

FEATURED DONORS

HPCA Sure Fire S6 18424079
Sire: GAR Sure Fire
® Dam. HPCA Ingenuity A372

Riverbend Rita G164

e S5 1806603
S/re VAR Discovery 2240
Dam PF CC&& Henrletta Pride 1044

9436727
W 'Slre Bar R Jet Black 5063
o Dam: Gabriel 8T05 Discovery 6050

ANNUAL FEMALE SALE e THIRD SATURDAY IN MAY
~ AUDLEY ANGUS

752 Audley Lane * Berryville, VA 22611
General Manager - Turner Kobayashi
Angus Manager - Matthew Deacon 540-460-6926
deacon@audleyfarm.com ® www.audleyfarm.com




Virginia Angus Association

644 Greenville Ave #220
Staunton, VA 24401
vaangus1933@gmail.com




